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In Doha, Taliban foreign min 
Calls for good ties with world 


But Refuses To Commit To Girls’ Education Despite Int'l Pressure 


Doha: Afghanistan's foreign 
minister appealed to the world 
for good relations on Monday 
bur avoided making firm com- 
mitments on giris’ education 
desptte international dema. 
nds to allow all Afghan child- 
ren t0 go back to school. Al- 
most two months after the in- 


thonal community need tostart 
cooperating with us,” acting fi 
reign minister Amir Khan 
Muttagi said in Doha. “With 
this we will be able to stop Inse- 
curity and at the same time 
with this we'll beable toengagr 
positively with the world.” 

But the Taliban have so far 
refusexd to give ground on allo- 
Wing giris to return to high 
school, one of the key de 
mamis of the international 
community after a decision 
last month that schools above 
the sixth grade would only re- 
open for boys. Muttag! said 
the Taliban's Islamic Emirate 
government was moving ca- 
refully but had only been in 
power for 4 few weeks and co- 
uld not be expected to comple- 
te reforms the international 
community had not been able 
to tmplement in ® years. 
“They hada lotof financial re- 
sources and they had a inter- 
national backing Dut you are 
asking us todoall the reforms 





UN secretary general Antonio Guterres said Taliban had broken 
promises on guaranteeing rights for women and girls and there was 
no way the economy could be fixed if women were barred from work 


US to give humanitarian aid to Af: Taliban 
I protec eens amma er ere nar 
the brink of an econornic disaster, while refusing to give political 
recognition to the country’s newrulers, the Taliban said. Thestate- 
ment came atthe end of the first direct talks between the former 
foes since the withdrawal of US troops in August The US statement 
was lessdefinitive, saying only that the two sides “discussed the 
US’ provision of robust humanétarian assistance, directly to the Afg- 
han people”. The Taliban said on Sunday the talks held in Doha 
“went well,” with US ton freeing up humanitarian aid to Al ghanistan 
after agreeing not to link such assistance to recognitionof the 
Taliban. The US made it clearthat thetalks were in no way a pream- 


p 
side reiterating that Taliban will be judged on their actions. s- 


— 





in two months?” hesaid. 

The new administration 
has come under sustained crt- 
ticism for its approach to giris’ 

, COnsiderad one of 
the limited mumber of unam- 


biguously positive gatns from 
the West's two decades of in- 


Taliban to meet 

EU officials today’ 
Taliban delegation will meet 
EU representatives in Doha 

on Tuesday, acting foreign miné- 

Ster AmirKhan Muttagi said. The 


pect already met with 
officials 


a pepe eer noice 


said onMonday. “Tomorrow we 


rights for women and girisand 
there was no way the economy : 
couki be fixed if women were : 


barred from work. 


Muttaq! repeated calls for | 
the US to lift a block on over $9: 


untry. He said Talihan forces 
hadfullcontrolof thecountry : 
and were able to control the 


threat from Islamic State mill- 


the city of Kunduz. “The Da- ; 
esh issue has been controlled =: 
by the Islamic Emirate very ; 
well so far,” hesaid usingade. « 
rogatory term for the radical ; 
Sunni group but adding that ; 
international pressure on the : 

was helping Isla- : 
Mic State's morale. esurers i 


Pak PM urges world to engage with Taliban 


Omer Faroog Khan | ru 


Islamabad: Pakistan PM Im- 
ran Khan on Monday once aga- 
in urged the international co- 
mmunity to engage with the 


ground terrorist groups 
like the Islamic State. Ina wide- 
ranging interview with the 
“Middle East Eye", Khan spo- 
ke on the current situation in 
Afghanistan, Kashmir, rela- 
thons with the US, and allega- 
thons against China regarding 
the treatment of Uighurs. 

On Afghanistan, the PM 
warned of the consequences if 
the international community 
failed to engage with the Tall- 
ban. “There must be hardit- 
ners within the group and it 
oe 


ban of 2) years ago. And that 
would be a disaster,” he war- 
ned. “Tt would become a fertile 
ground for terrortsts like IS...,” 


don't think they have found 
thetr feet as yet,” he said. Heal. 
soderidedt the US policy of con- 
ducting drone attacks in its ef- 
forts to fight terrorism, calling 
it the “most Insane” method. 
When asked whether he would 
allow US bases in Pakistan for 
action against 1S, the PM said: 
“I think they don't nee! a base 
here because we don't want to 
bea partof conflict again.” 
About the banned Tehreek.- 
Taliban Pakistan, he said Is- 
lamabad has been trying to sp- 


eak toe@lements within the TTP 
who can be reconciled “becau- 
se It's from a position of stre- 
ngth”. He pointed out that the 


pronou 
man rights” to be immoral. He 
sali Pakistan had two 
China about the Ulghur issue 
and had been provided with an 
explanation. “Our relationship 
with China issuch that we have 
an understanding between us. 
We will talk to each other, but 


behind closed doors...” ; 

He soon changes! the tople : 
by asking the two Intervie : 
wers why there was no criti : 
cism of alleged Indianactions : 
tn Kashmir. When asked how : 
volatile the current situation ; 
with India was, Khan replied: ; 
“If you look at the flash-po- : 
ints, probably the nuclear : 
flashpoint right now in the : 
world is Pakistan-India be- : 
cause nowhere else Is therea : 
Situation where there are two : 
nuclear-armed countries who : 
have had three wars before : 
they were nuclear-armed.” 
“We have not hada warsince : 
then because of the deter- : 
rent,” he said. Still, he adimit- : 
ted that dealing with theflare. : 
upin 2019 in theearty months ; 
of hispremiershiphadbeena ; 
nervousanddangeroustime. : 


_ says it 
has arrested 
Islamic State’s 
‘finance chief’ 


Baghdad: Iraq saidon Monday 
it has detained a top leader of : 
the Islamic State group ami a f 


ted the news, identifying the = 
man 25 Sami Jasim, who over. : 
sees the IS group's Mnancial | 
operationsandservedasthede- 
puty leaderof ISunderthelare : 
Abu Bakr al- Baghdad. Al-Kad- : 
himi descrided itas“oneof the : 
most difficult” cross border in- : 
telligence operations evercon- : 
ducted by Iraqi forees. Asenior ; 
Iraq! military source toki AFP : 
that Jasim wasarrestedinTur- : 


key, with giving any details. 


Jasim has.a $5 million boun- 
tyonhisheadfromthe USstate = 
department's Rewaris for Jus- 


“While serving as IS deputy in 
southern Mosul in 2084, Jasim =: 
reportedly served as the equi- ; 


valent of [S's finance minister, 
a group's reve 


nue-genera: operations : 
from ilicitsalesof oll.gasanti- : 


quities, and minerals,” the wet- 
Site says. Iraq! intelligence offi- 


Clals said that Jasim wasdetal- : 
ned in an kientified foreignco- : 
untry and transported to Iraq : 
few days ago. They spoke on : 
condition of anonymity becau- : 
se they were not authorized to: 
speak of the operation on the : 
record. Jasim worked with al- : 
Qaida in [rag leader Abu Mu- : 
sabal-Zarqawi,aJordanianmi- : 
litant who was kiled ina US : 


airstrike in [rag in 2006. He as- 


sumed various security posi- : 
tions In Iraq, and moved to Sy- : 
ria in 2015, after the Islamic Sta- : 
te group, an al-Qaida offshoot, : 
declarmt its caliphate In 204 : 
and became thedeputyof Abu : 
Bakr al-Baghdadi, the extre - 


mist group's leader ap 


i FE 


C LICENCI 


THE SMALLEST DEEDIS 


BETTER THAN THE 
GREATEST INTENTION 


MALE ARTIST 
iG COMPA 


— JOHN BURROUGHS 


Sta 
A 


“—— 


c 7 


Tos — made economics 
more applicable to everyday life 


> Continued from P 1 


my of Sciences said the 


r “he Royal Swedish Acadde- 
three have “completely 


mum wage from $4.25 to $5.65, 
using restaurants In borde 


arch partner Alan Krueger fp- 
; und that an increase in the mi- 
: Mimum wage had no effect on 
the number of employees. Ca- 


terest Infurther research into 
why a higher minimum wo 
uldn't reduce employment. 
One conclusion was that com- 
panies are able to pass on the 
cost of higher wages to custo- 
i mers by raising prices, In 
other cases, if a company isa 
major employer in a particu- 
lararea, it may beableto keep 
Wages particularly low, so 
that it could afford to pay a 
higher minimum, when requ: 
: tred to do so, without cutting 
: Jobs. The higher pay would al- 





THE WINNERS: Grom L) David Card, Joshua Angrist & Guido Wbens. 
Card was awarded one half of the prize for his research on how 
minimum wage, immigration and education affect the labour market. 
The other half was shared by Angrist and imbens for their framework 
for studying issues that can’t rely on traditional scientific methods 


Only one woman won a Nobel in 2021 


nly one woman was awarded a Nobel Priz this year, outof 1B 

laureates. Joumalist MariaRessa of the Philippines shared the 
Nobel Peace Prize with Russia’s Dmitry Muratow While that's better 
than the record in 2016 and 2017 when woren won no awards at all, 
it is still lower than the average for the last decade. Four women 
won Nobel prizes in 2020 — close to the 2009 record of five. In 2019, 
there was only one woman laureate. Between 1901 and 2021, the No- 
bel prizes have beenawanted to58 women, with Marie Curie having 
won two awards, for physics in 1903 and for chemistry in 1911 This 
compares with 885 male laureates and 25 organisations that have 
won the prize. The economics prize, which has been awarded since 
a aS ES MNOS 


soattract moreappticants, bo- 
osting labour supply. “That 
really surprising evidence on 
the impact of the minimum 
Wage has shaken up the fleld 
at a Very fundamental level,” 
said Arindrajit Dube, an 
economics professor at the 
University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, who has duplicated 
and broadened Card and Kru- 
eger’s research. “And so for 
that reason, and all the follo- 
wing research that their work 
ignited, this is a richly deser- 
ved award.” Krueger would 
almost certainly have shared 
in the award, Dube said, but 
the economics Nobel isn't 


doesn't cost native workers 


Card studied the labour mar- 
ket tn Miami in the wake of 
Cuba's sudden decision to bet 
people emigrate in 1980, lea- 
ding 1,25,000 people to eave In 
what became known as the 
Marte! Boatiift. It resulted ina 
7% increase in the city’s work. 
force By comparing the evolu- 
tlonof wages and employment 
infour other cities, Card disoo- 
vered no negative effects for 
Miami residents with low le 


ve Impact on Income for people 
born in the country Angrist 
and Imbens won their half of 


China carries out beach landing drills near Taiwan 


Betjing: China’s military saki 
on Monday it had carried out 
beach landing and assault 
drills in the province directly 
across the sea from Taiwan, 
though It did not link the exer- 
cises to current tensions with 


: Talpel. Democratically-ruled 


Tatwan, Claimed by China as 


to force It to accept Chinese ru- 
Je, Including massed air force 
incursions into Taiwan's air 


defence identification zone. 
The official People’s Libera- 
thon Army Dally newspaper, in 
8 brief report on its Welbo mi. 
croblogging account, saki the 
drills had been carried out “in 
recent days” In thesouthern pa- 
rt of Fujian province. The acti- 
on had involved “shock” troops, 
sappers and boat specialists, the 
military paper added. The tro 
ops were “divided Int multiple 
Waves tograb the beach and per- 
form combat tasks at different 
Stages” scacsaastescimnacentstoel 


ding further details. It showed a 
Video of soldiers In boats stor- 
Ming a beach, throwing smoke 
grenades, breaking through 
barbed wire defences and dig- 
ging trenches in the sand. The 
drills appeared to involve a 
Small number of troops. 

The weather was Gear and 
the seas were calm — sugges 
ting the drill did not happen on 
Monday as southern Fujian is 
currently being affected by a 

storm. Fujian would be 
akey launching site forany Chi. 


nese Invasion of Talwan due to 
its geographical proximity 
China routinely carries out 
military exercises up and down 
tts coast as well as in the dispu- 
ted South China Sea. Talwan 
hasdenounoed what it calls Chi- 
na’s coercive tactics against it 
amd says it'll defend itself if at- 
tacked. Over the weekend, Chi- 
nese Presiktent Xi Jinping rette- 
rated 4 vow to “reunify” Talw- 
an, and Talwan President Tsai 
Ing- wen said Talwan will not be 
forved to bow to China. arsuters 


Merck applies for emergency approval for 
what would be the first __ to treat Covid 


that it had submitted 
an application to the 
US Food and Drug Administra- 
thon to authorise what would 
bethefirstantiviral pill totreat 


Meters 


ly inexpensive treatment could 
ople sick with Covid than the 


The Biden administration 
ts preparing for an authoritsa. 
thon that could come within 
weeks. If approved, the pill is 
likely to be allocated to states, 
a8 Was the case with the vacct- 
nes. Statescould then distribu- 
te the pills how they wish, ac- 
ministration officials said. 

if the pill wins authortsa- 
thon, rensof millionsof Amert- 
Cans will most likely be eligible 
to take it if they get sick with 
Covid — many more than the 
supply could cover, at least ini- 
tlally The federal government 
has placed an advance order 
for enough pills for 1.7 million 





NEW PATH: Jonathan Kert, the 
new Superman, who is the son of 
Clark Kent and Lois Lane, shares 
a kiss with his friend Jay 





OZ STARTS TRANSITION FROM ZERO COVID TO LIVING WITH 


VIRUS: Sydney's cafes, gyms and restaurarts welcomed 


back fully 


vaccinated customers an Monday after nearty four months of lockdown, 
a5 Australia airs to begin living with the coronavirus and gradually 
reopen with high rates of inoculation. ‘| see it as a day of feedom..,’ 
New South Wales Premier Dorninic Perrottet told reporters in Sydney 


Americans, at a price of about 
$700 per patient. That is about 
one-third the price that the go- 
vernment ts paying for the mo- 
noclonal antibody treatments, 
which are generally given via 
Intravenous infusion. 

Merck expects to be able to 
produce enough pills for 10 mil- 
lion people by the end of the ye- 
ar. Governments have raced to 
lock up supplies since the 
strong trial results were reiea- 


Superman comes 01 out, 


YD, up and out of the clo- 
| set! The new Super- 
~ Man, Jonathan Kent — 
who is the son of Clark Kent 
and Lois Lane — will soon be- 
gin a romantic relationship 
with a male friend, DC Co- 
mics announced on Monday. 
That same-sex relationship 
ts Just one of the ways that .Jo- 
nathan is proving to be a diff 
rent Superman than his father 
Since his new series, Super- 
man: Son of Kal-El, began in 


sed this month; Australia, Ma- 
laysia, Singapore am! South 
Korea have announced deals. 
An antiviral pill being de- 
veloped by Pfizer and one from 
Atea Pharmaceuticals-Roche 
will report study results in the 
next months and, if effective, 
could expand supply Merck's 
pill ts meant to be taken at ho 
me as four capsules twice a day 
for five days, for a total of 40 
Pills. It halved hospitalisations 


hers. “We can't leave anything 
to chance so that’s why we're 
making it mandatory,” said 
CovidresponseministerChris 
Hipkins. Doctors, nurses and 
other frontline workers must be 
double-jabbed by December 1 
while everyone whohas conta- 
ctwith students must have their 
two doses by January L sp 


and deaths in atrial thatenrol- © 


Merck said it was seeking 
authorisation for its pillto be = 
given only to high-risk adults, - 
which in the clinical trial was - others 
most commonly peopleover 6) : 
: Pextup charges in 202) alone, 
> the Dawn report said. en 


or younger people with obesity 
diabetes or heart disease. wrt 


Pak journo killed 
- inbomb attack | 
in Balochistan 


: place near Zetirl's car as it made 


ture of the bomb could not be 


as DC ushers i in new Man of Steel 


problems — that hecould stand 
up to”. The coming out of Su- 
perman, perfaps the most arc- 
hetypal American superhero, 


ts anotable moment even in an 
age when many comics have 
embraced diversity. Batman's 
sidekick, Robin, recently ack- 

romantic feelings 
for a male friend. And a new 


Superman is not the first 


who your aunt has never heard 
of,” said Glen Weldon, the aut- 


hor of “Superman: The Unaut: 
horized Biography”. “It's not 
Hulkiing.. It is Superman. That 


back. In August, as rumours 
about the Superman develop- 
ment began to circulate, a 
commenter on one website sa- 
kt “Marvel and DC have rul- 
ned thetr characters to 

the woke mob.” But others ha- 
ve cheered the news: “It's nice 
tO see queer superherves,” 
another wrote. wvr 





Record low turnout suggests that vote to 
oust Iraq's elite will leave them in power 


: Baghdad: Shia Muslim cleric 
: Mogtada alSadr’s party was 
> Karacht: A 35-year-old Pakis- 


; the biggest winner in an Iraqi 
: @lectionon 


increasing 
- } thenumber of seats he holds in 


t, according to initt 


> parilamern 
: allresuies, officials amd a spoke- 
; Sperson for the Sadrist Move- 


: ment. Former PM Nouri al- 


: Maliki looked set to have the 
: ; next largest win among Shia 
: News, wastravellinginacarin : 


parties, initial results showed. 
Iraq’s Shia groups have 


formation since 


; government 
: the USted invasion of 2008. 
: Sunday's election was held se- 
: Veral months early in response 
; tO MASS Protests in 219 that to- 
» | Ppled a government and sho- 
: wed widespread anger against 
: politicians whom many Iraqis 
aU-turnona busy roa. Thena- : 


say have enriched themselves 


attheexpense of the country 
But a record low turnout 
Suggested that a vote billed as 
an chance to wrest control fr- 
om the ruling elite would do 
little to dislodge sectarian rell- 
gious parties In power since 
2005. A count based on initial 
results from several provin- 
ces plus the capital Baghdad, 
verified by local government 
officials, suggested Sadr had 
won over 70 seats, which if 
confirmed could give him 
considerable influence in 
forming a government. 
However, Sadr’s group is 
Just oneof several that will ha- 
ve to enter negotiations to 
form a coalition capable of do- 
minating partiament and for- 


AROUND THE WORLD 


Germany unveils 
first automated, 
driverless train 
erman rail operator Deut- 
sche Bahn and industrial 
group Semens on Monday 
unveiled the wortd’s first auto- 
mated, drivertess train in the 
city of Hamburg, billing it as 
more punctual and energy 
efficient than traditional trains. 
Four such trains will join the 


almports often have automated 
monorail trains plying termi- 
nals, but those run on exclusive 
single tracks while the Ham- 
burg train will be sharing tracks 
with other regular trains. The 
project, which Siemens and 
Deutsche Bahn called a “world 


that may take weeks or longer: 


embassies that do not Interfe- 
re in Iraq’s internal affairs,” 
he said, adding that celebra- 
tions would take place in the 
streets “without weapons”. 

The unpredictable popu- 
list Cleric has been a domt- 
nant figure and often kingma- 
ker tn Iraqi politics since the 
US Invasion. He opposes all fo- 
reign interference in Iraq, 
whether by the US, against 
which he fought an insurgen- 
cy after 2004, or by neighbou. 
ring lran, which he has critl- 
clsed for its close Involvement 
in rag! politics. seuress 


LIFE’S A BEACH: A sculpture titled ‘Couple Under An Umbrella’ is 
displayed at Thaddaeus Ropac gallery in London on Monday 


first”, is part of a €60 milion 
($70 million) modernisation of 
Hamburg’s rapid urban rail 
system. Deutsche Bahn CEO 
Richard Lutz said automated 
trains offer “a more reliable” 
service “without having to lay a 





CEO Roland Busch, estimating 
that automated trains can 


